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Undescribed crane-flies in the Paris Museum (Tipulidae Dipthra), 
African Species of the Subfamily Limnoriinae, 

by Charles P. Alexander. 

Pli. D., Urbana, Ul. , U. S. 


Tribe ANTOCHINI. 

Genus Ceratoclieilus Wesclie. 

Ceratocheilus nigripleura, noY. sp. 

Head gray; mesonotal praesciitiim bufTy with three I)road brown stripes; 
a broad black pleural stripe; wings snbhyaline with five costal markings, 
the first at the humeral crossvein, the third and fourth at the ends of veins 
Sci and R\ and connected with one another along lis and the base of 
/? 2 + 3 ; basal dellectioii of Cu\ at the fork of M. 

Female. — Length (excluding rostrum), ii,3 mm., wing G,5 rnm. ; 
rostrum, about 7 mm. 

Rostrum elongate, dark brown; palpi dark brown. Antennae black, 
twelve-segmented, the distal flagellar segments long-cylindrical. Vertex 
light gray with a linear dark brown mark; cornicurns conspicuously light 
Yellow. Vertex narrow, a little wider than the width of the corniculus. 

Mesonotum light biiffy brown, the praescutum with three broad dark 
brown stripes, the interspaces narrow ; postnotum slightly darker medially. 
Pleura pale yellow, sparsely white pruinose; a broad bro>vnish black stri[>e 
extending from the pronotum , whicli is also black, to the base of the 
abdomen, passing through the base of the halteres. Halteres pale broAvn, 
the extreme base and the large knobs dark brown. Legs with the coxae 
and trochanters pale yellow ; remainder of the legs dark brow n , covered 
with flattened bifid bairs. Wings subhyaline, a dusky tinge just before the 

A^oir la note da meme auteur sur la tribu des Limnolnini {Bull. Museum, 
1919, p. G06). 
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wing-aj)ex: dark brown areas as follows : on crossvein /<; at5c2 including 
l)0lli’ Ihe costal and sidjcoslal cells; at the ends of veins Sci and 7 ?i , con- 
nected with one another by a broad V-sliaj)ed mark along the sector and 
the l)aseof7<2+3: at llie tip of /i 9+3; less distinct seams along ibe cord, the 
outer end of cell 1 st along vein Cii, especially at tlie point where 
the first anal vein breaks away; a large blotch just beyond the arcidus and 
smaller clouds at the ends of veins Ah, Cu\ , 6«2 and the Anal veins; ibe 
wing a|)ex in cells /» 3 and 7 t 5 is pale ; veins yellowish , brown in the darkened 
areas. A enaliou : Bs a little more than one-balf the deflection of /i4+5 and 
in alignment with it; cell 1 si .I/2 narrow, the basal deflection of Cui at its 
inner end. 

Abdomen daik brown, the segments, es|)ecially the sternites, narrowly 
ringed basally with yellowish, the lergites similarly marked on the sides. 
Ovipositor with the valves exceedingly long and slender, the tei'gal valves 
born-colored, almost straight, tapering gradually to the acute, slightly 
npeurved apices; sternal valves blackened Avitb only the acute lips bora- 
coloj'ed. 

Hahikd, — French Congo. 

Ilolotype, 9 , N’gomo, Bas Ogoone. 190G (E. Ilaug). 

Type in the Paris .Museum. 

Cemlochcilus mgrlpleiivu requires comparison oidy with C. louijiivslns 
\\ esch^ (Southern Nigeria) wliicb is described from a bleached specimen; 
this latter aj)pears to be a smaller fly with fewer dark markings on the 
wing and with the venational details different. 

There are now nine species in the genus (jeratocliellus , all but llirec 
being from the Ethiopian I’egion. The genotype may be considered as being 
C. covnigenwi (Speiser), the first s])ecies described l)y Wesche (as mun- 
saitipsoiii). Brunelti b^iis recently (1918) erected a nen genus, Coiulhora.r , 
for two Indian species of Coratochdlus, 


Tribe ERIOPTERINI. 

Gems i.eeterin Osteii Sacken. 

Lecteria atricauda, nov. s]i. 

General coloration reddish brown, the praescutuin with three broad 
diii'k hrouii stripes of Avliicli the median one is somew hat l)isected ljy a 
pale line; legs with n distinct yellowish snhhasal ling on the tihiac; wings 
rather dark brown , C«2 shorter than tho dcllection of Cii i ; abdomen long 
and slender, a broad lateral line and the ninth tergite black. ° 
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Male, — i.eiiglli 3o.5 - 3^ nim.; wing i8,5 - 90 mm.; abdomen 
alone, 25-26 mm, 

Female. — Lenglli 3i.5 mm.; wing, 21. 5 mm.; abdomen alone about 
26 mm. 

Rostrum and palpi dark brown. Antennae with the elongate basal seg- 
ment dark brown, the remainder of Ibe antennae light brown; basal 
llagellar segments globular to oval. Head dark reddisli brown. 

Mesonotal praesculnm reddisli brown with four darker bjw\u stripes, 
the narrow intermediate jiair indistinctly divided by a pale line; in the 
male paratype the median stripe is entire so that but three indistinct 
stripes are evident. Pleura light brown, sparsely gray priiinose. Ilalteres 
reddisli brown, the knobs dark brown. Legs with the coxae and trochan- 
ters dull yellow; femora reddish brown with a very indistinct paler ring 
before the tip; tibiae reddish brown, the tips darkened, beyond the base 
with a distinct light yellow ring: tarsi broken. ings tinged with rather 
dark brown, the costal cell even darker; small, indistinct brown clouds 
at the origin of Rs. fork of Rs and fork of /t*2+3; narrow and indistinct 
seams along the cord and outer end of cell 1 st M^l. Venation : As in 
L. ajncana but cell 1 st M^ note tpiite so elongate; Cu 2 shorter than the 
deflection of C?i i . 

Abdomen very long and slender, the tergites reddish brown, ringed 
caudally with dark brown and laterally with a broad black line that is 
interrupted at the base and apex of each segment; seventh tergite with a 
broad black median line; eighth tergite concealed beneath the seventh: 
ninth tergite tumid, sliiny black: sternites dull yellow,' brighter laterally, 
narrowly ringed caudally with dark brown, on sternites live to seven with 
a linear black median mark; sternite eight brownish black, margined 
caudally with j)aler; ninth pleurite and the appendages reddish brown. 
Male hypopygiiim with the ninth tergite tumid , the dorsal surface with an 
indistinct shield-sha[)ed depressed area on the posterior half, the caudal 
margin feebly notched medially; outer pleural appendage stout, dark 
colored, the acute apex short; inner pleural ap|)endage stout, the apex 
broadly rounded. 

Habitat. — French Congo. 

Hoiotype, c?, Libreville, igoi (C. Ghalot). 

Allotopotype, 9, 1899 (J. Boucher). 

Paratopotypes , 1 c?, 1 sex uncertain, with the alloty[)0. 

Type in the Paris Museum. 

Lecteria atricauda is very similar in general appearance to L. ajricaua 
Alexander (Belgian Congo) which has a distinct dark brown median line 
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on Iho praescutuni, no pale tibial l)and, a dark line on the mesonotal 
poslnoluni and on the inesoplenra; ^vings palei- uilli Cu-i longer than 
(lie clelleclion of CmI, tlie abdomen not so long and slemier and wilhout 
the blackened niiilli tergite. 

Lecteria africana nigrilinea nov. siibsp. 

In general sti'ucture and coloration resembling L, africana Alexander 

(Belgian Congo), differing as follows : 

Praescutuni reddish with a single rather broad blackish median line that 
becomes indistinct at about midlenglh of the sclei'ile, the long daik line 
on the pleura benealli the wing-root is dark brownish black; wings a little 
broader; venationai details distinct: lU a little shorter, cell Ml smaller, 
Cm 2 shorter than the dellection of Cwi; vein ^nd A very considerably 
shorter. 

Male. — Length about 3 i nim.; wing 19.2 mm. 

Ikhitat. — Ivory Coast. 

Holotype, < 5 , Region de San Pedro. 1901 (G. Thoire). 

Type in the Paris Museum. 

More material will be necessary to determine the true status of this 
insect. 

Lecteria metatarsalba , nov. sp. 

General coloration orange; legs brown, the femora with a yellow sub- 
terminal ring, the metatarsi largely white; wings faintly >ellowich, with 
five brown spots, the first at the origin of the sector, the last in cell /?2; 
narrow paler brow n seams along the cord and outer end of cell 1 st il/2. 

Male. — Length i 8.5 mm.; wing 1/1.8 mm.; abdomen alone, 
10.9 mm. 

Rostrum and jialpi dark brown. Antennae with the lirst segment dark 
brown, sparsely gray pruinose; second scajial segment yellow'; llagellum 
dark brown, the segments with very long verticils. Head dark brown , paler 
on the front and occiput, the vertex gray pruinose. 

Thorax orange-yellow', without distinct darker markings, the praescutal 
intersjiaces with abundant delicate erect hairs. Hal teres pale, the knobs 
dark brown. Legs with the coxae and trochanlei’s pale yellow; femora 
browm, the lips dark browm, liefore the tips with a bi'oad (about 1.8 mm.) 
yellowish ring; tibiae dark brown; metatarsi almost all while (3 to 3.5 mm.) 
with only the narrow^ lips and slightly broader liases black; remainder of 
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the tarsi black; coxae with a few long hairs on tlie anterior face; legs 
covered with a long, semi-erect pubescence; metatarsus near the base with 
two long black spines concealed among the long hairs. Wings rather 
narrow, with a faint yellowish tinge, the anal cells almost hyaline; tip of 
the wing infumed ; distinct dark brown spots at the origin of lls, foi k 
of Rs, at r, at the end of vein 7 / 2 and a blotch in the end of cell narrow 
paler brown seams along the cord and outei* end of cell / st M}- A tuft of 
about nine long black hairs on the posterior side of the wing-petiole and 
about six others along (he 2 nd anal vein, proximate of the level of the 
arculiis. Venation : Sc extending to beyond r, very close to Ry at the 
wing-margin; 7? 2+3 about as long as lis: basal dellection of 7 * 4+5 very 
long and strongly arcuated at its origin: petiole of cell df i longer 
than either this cell or i st 172; cell i st d /2 hexagonaily subrectan- 
gular; basal deflection of Cu[ before midlength of cell i st 

Abdomen rich velvety-orange, brighter near the lateral and caudal 
margins of the teigites, the latter ringed with pale. Hypopygium dark 
broAvn, the ninth tergite not tumid, its posterior margin almost straight 
across; pleurites long; pleural appendages two in number, the outermost 
more slender, slightly curved to the acute lip. Penis-guard long and 
slender, subtended by the t>\o acicular straight gonapophyses wliich are 
siibequal in size to the guard. 

Habitats — Fi ench Congo. 

Holotype, c?, environs de Brazzaville, 1907 (E. Pioubaud et A. Weiss). 


Tkibe HEXATOMINI. 

(jENOS ErJoeera Maccpiart. 

Eriocera flavocincta, nov. sp. 

General coloration black and orange; head and abdomen orange, the 
thorax, wings and legs largely blackish, the femora with a conspicuous 
orange-yellow subterminal ring. 

Female, — Length, about i.5 mm. 

Rosli*um and palpi brown. Antennae short, the tirst segment light 
brown, remainder of the antennae dark brown. Front between the eyes 
shiny brown; remainder of the head dark orange. Head small; frontal 
tubercle distinct, divided by a longitudinal furrow. 

Thorax Jiiostly black, the ])ostei’ior two-thirds of the scutal lobes, the 
scutellum and postnotum dull yellow. Pleura black, the outer face of the 
fore and middle coxae largely, of the hind coxae entirely, reddish. Meso- 
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slermim reddish. Halteres black. Legs with the coxae as described above; 
troclianters dull reddish; femora black, the basal third of the fore femora 
and a broad subteriiiinal ring on a all the femora orange-yellow ; remainder 
of the legs black. Wings strongly infiimed with brown, the wing-lips 
beyond the outer end of cell i st M2 destroyed. Venation : Rm rather 
short, about equal to that portion of /?2 before r: inner ends of cells 
Rb and 1 st I/2 in an oblique line; cell 1 st M2 long and narrow; basal 
deflection of Cn \ inserted beyond the fork of M. 

Abdomen deep orange; sternites four to six darker colored, jjossibly a 
discoloration. The valves of the ovipositor are long and slender. 

Ilabitat. — Ivory Coast. 

Holotype, 9 , Bassin du haul Cavall}, Danane, lal. 7'’i5' N., 
long. 10” 3 i' 54 " West of Paris, 1919 (Ismael Bonnaiire). 

Type ill the J 4 iris Museum. 


